






Octoher 3rd, 1904) 



PLEADER, CHIEF COURT, PUNJAB 





For thy amiability and speckles sly pure life, 



thy selfless patriotism, and thy devout regard for 




s great men, I take the liberty to dedicate to 




thy sacred memory my this humble effort to 
the life and work of one of the greatest of India' 




In life, though thou wast yet hardly 30 



thy " kathas " from the TJpnishads, and the 





raised the spirits and gladdened the hearts 
of the congregations of thy townsmen and towns- 




™>men. I trust that, in death, through this humble 
work, thou mayst bear a message of hope and 
to the down-trodden and the lowly of this unfortunate 
action-ridden land of social and religious tyranny 



and of superstition and oppression. 



Jtfarch 10th, 1909, A. D. LAKSHMAN 
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UBU CrOBiND Singh was born on Friday 
of P oh, Sudi yth, Samvat Vikrimaditya 1723," 
cording to 1666 A.D. at Patna, a large town.of historic 
renown, in the Province of Bekar. His father* 
Guru Tegh Bahadur, was absent at the time, at 
.Kanirup, in Assam, where he had gone with Raja 
Bishen Singh of Jodhpur whom he had helped in 
the conquest of that Province and who subsequently 
became his very ardent follower. Both at 
*md Kamrup great rejoicings took place to mark 
this auspicious event. From all parts of the country 
the Guru's followers flocked to Patna to see their 




future Guru ami to make their offerings in cash 
and kind. Gobind Singh's maternal uncle, Kirpal 
€hand, received them kindly and sent them 

of 





loaded with favours. After the lapse 
months Guru Tegh Bahadur halted at Patna to see 
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When the Guru was engaged in ministering to 



the spiritual wants of his followers at Anandpur his 
son, Govind Singh, was being brought up at Patna } 
under the care of his mother, grandmother and uncle 
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Kirpal Chand. He remained here about five years 



The writers of Sikh chronicles say that, when a child 
at Patna, Govind Singh developed features which 
showed unmistakably that he was destined to be 
a leader of men. He gathered- round himself 
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In a word he had made himself so famous, even 
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who came in contact with him that, when pressed 
by the importunities of his followers, Guru Tegh 
Bahadur sent for him to Anandpur, the men and 
women of Patna, young and old, became disconsolate 
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ful gathering. For this Darbar marks the final ful 



filment of the prophecy. Here in Imperial Delhi 
the monarch of the < White Race from over the 
Sea' has just proclaimed his right to rule over a 
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the aid of the gallant Sikhs the prediction has been 
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ing how completely the vision of the Guru had been 
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the ocean, of the gallant Sikhs fighting for Great 



Britain in the streets of Delhi, and last and strongest 



sight of all, of the Sikhs themselves saluting their 
sacred book that morning with the British National 



Anthem, you felt that here was a moving picture 
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an elephant named Pershadi with a forehead white 
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as snow, and saddled with a seat wrought in gold, 




eaufciful ponies, a curious weapon which when un 
folded became bj turns a spear, sword, gun and pistol 
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of pearls, a wig bedecked in precious stones nnd 
several thdns of Dacca Muslin. The presents were 
raeiously accepted and the Raja was assigned a place 
of honour in the reception room. After making usual 

enquiries concerning the health of the royal visitor the 

Guru delivered a sermon on the various aspects of 
Dharnia. The Guru's deep insight into the domain 
of religion astonished the Pandits who had accom- 
panied the Raja and his heavenly beauty dazzled the 
Raja himself. The Raja's mother aud Rani saw the 
Gtoru next day and received from him the solace of 
religion. All the while the Raja stayed with the 
Guru he was treated most kindly. He was regular 
in attending the divine service every morning and 
during the day he had the pleasure of accompanying 
the Guru's sporting parties. At length deeply im- 
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pressed with all that he had seen and experienced the 



Raja left Anandpur for good. A temple was erected 
by him at the seat of his Government where to 
this day the Sikh victors receive attention. 

The order of Masands became a perfect scandal in 
the time of Guru Govind Singh. As agents of the 
Gurus the Masands were highly respected by the 
disciples in their respective spheres of work. To those 
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At the ceremony declared that the goddess would 

^^^^^^ 



not appear unless the Guru sacrificed some sacred 



person at her altar. The Guru understanding what 




passing in the man's mind observed 



r 




so far 4 as lie could think the presiding priest himself 



V 




s the only person qualified to 







i 



guested. The night following- tin 



"Li 1 I* 




took air that he could and "fled for his life. The 



Guru, 





11 



the whole mmigri (ingi a e 





of 6 Ha van 5 . into the fire. The niglit w a * 



pitch dark. The flames rose liiaii and 



l T 

' i 





It 



fragrance pervaded the whole atmosphere. People 



on the distant hills ascribed this unusual illumination 

La r ere crowd* 



to the 





of 





into Anandpur to congratulate the Guru on 



the successful termination of the ceremony. No 






however, lost in making- the proper explanation 




4 



iwa> 



xposmg the deceitful behaviour of mv rim 






By this time a complete change came on tin 

■ 

He no more a jolly, communicative 



dashing prince 





ga ve place to sadness 




gloom. He shunned society and lov ed 






Thi 



s were filled with a feeling of- alarm 





inwardly 






the 





•they had so often -received rejoiced at 
ang-e which they thought would soon lead to in«m 











T h e 




if so he ni a v 




* i 





in Con tin union w 






was, all 



He was suffc 






an acute paiii^ at^the 1 sight of so many of 
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4 

in time there was no knowing how .many more lives 
would be lost. The good lady was naturally pained 



to hear all this ; hut, before her messengers arrived 

- 

to find out what the matter was, three more brave 



men Hiinmat, water carrier, Sahiba, barber, and 



Mohkam, washerman, had offered themselves to be 

■ 

sacrificed and had been treated like Daya Ram and 
Dharma. A few minutes more elapsed. The five 




e men stood in new atth*& before their bewildered 
brethren. The Guru followed and seated the 




gar as (five loved ones) as thenceforward thev were 




destined to be remembered in Sikh history, on 

alongside of himself. He congratulated the 




assembled Sikhs on their possessing such brave souled 

■ 

men. He was sure that these five were not the only 



gems they possessed. When so many were ready 

give away their verv lives for the sake of dharma 





was a real fore 3. destined to work wonders. 
They saw that ins; >a:l of taking the lives of the Five 

he had killed goats.. He had resorted to this 




procedure to know if his people were reatly to give 

lives at his bidding. The device had succeeded 




to his immense satisfaction 



The disciples now gave free vent to their long 



pent up feelings and the air resounded with the cries 




of " Sat Sri Akal ! " (The Timeless One is true !) Some 
regretted that they should have failed in offering their 

and earning this unique honour. Others were 

■ 

glad that the awful scene they had witnessed a few 

moments previous was at last over. In this way the 
evening passed off pleasantly. 
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mid members of one cliurch called 
pure). They were to regard liim as their 

'f 1 

his wife Sahib Devi as their mother 







were to preach the brotherhood of man and were to 
believe in one God alone. They were 
Bameof 'Singh 5 (lion) and to carry arms on 







ji 

i 





mi 



person, lhev were to wear garments suited to the 



-i 






of a soldier. They were to abhor 
other intoxicants in any form. They were to stand 



by one another in time of trouble and lastly in all 




, r 



p ^ 'i 1 * * if m ^ ' 

they did they were to lie fair and upright. The Guru 





of 





imritd from the same vessel and partook 

the Five Pyaras 

■ 

ism of the spirit and the sword thus admin 




stered man 




in 



a new era in the history of 




reform/ Before Guru Govind Singh not one 



,u A L 'it 



1 ^ 

hi* I* i J i 






"* - ■ ». ji 




of such a high descent and standing* had 

a bold step and 




g naci Taken sueh 






With 



stroke the illustrious Guru did 



one 







had made 




ions 



ngendered selfishness and man-hatred and 




i 



I.. 



* ■ 

layes of the Hind 



us 



The new community' with such beliefs and 




led by a person so august and braye started on 



career. Men belonging to' the lowest orders of the 

Hindu society and treated as helots in Greece 



Plebeans in Rome 



uid 




, Became great leaders and bra 



warriors. Feasants, hitherto never mentioned in 
and kept in ignorance 
of. the new Gospel 





wifh the advocates of the old 




preacliei 

diseussiong 
and dying 




- *cau ana dying belief 

Not unlike the English Puritans their simple idea 



simple garb, pure lives and sincere regard and 
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ness for the establishment of the reign of virtue woit 
them universal admiration* Their very contact, nay 
the very sight of them served as a spell. In spite of 
themselves men felt a strong craving to be admitted 
into the new Panth (fold). In a word, " the hitherto 
neglected and down-trodden humanity all of a sudden 

v ■ 

was roused into activity. It became conscious of its 
stren 




sought for opportunities to dis 

- 

play it." The votaries of the new creed worked, lived 





for what they considered to be good and 

i 

honourable. Straightforward, outspoken, guileless 

staunch friends of the weak and the 

defenceless and implacable foes of the strong and the 





oppressive they were respected and feared wherever 
they went and wherever they lived. They w^re n<> 



longer quiet, timid, hymn singing devotees with little 




t ambit ion and still less spirit. They no longer submit- 
ed passively to the vain, selfish and privileged classes 




had kept them down from time immemorial and 
had made them " hewers of wood and drawers of 

They no longer looked with respect on the 






had made it criminal for them to aspire 



for things higher. Their sonls freed from the thral- 
dom of ages, their eyes opened, their minds widened 

vigorously turned their attention to the exposure 




of fall false pretences and all injustice in religion* 

ics and social autonomy. The authority of the 





classes and their adherents among Rajputs 
and Kshatryas was defied and, taught by a leader who 



though so high, loved to be regarded as on 3 of them, 

that they were God's soldiers sent down 




to protect his kingdom and punish his enemies 




* 
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was not able to save himself from the How struck 

by the Angel of Death. How can he 





in\ 



one who himself was drowned in the Sea of Fear 
Those who desire to escape from the noose of 



r 




of the Universe 
Numerous .such passages are extant over 





all tend to show 






Guru 



Go vind Singh did not believe in the theory of God 



incarnation 




He was not a worshipper of images. On the 

contrary he openly condemned image worship. Says 

he : — ' ' - ' ' 



ICuhu ki jaban puj dLario sir kalm lai ling gare Jatkayo 



Kalm lakhyo Har awaclii disLit men, kahxi pachhali to 



sis nmayo 



Kalm buMn ko pisjat Lai pasu talni mri(»ui ko piij n clliaj 
K\\v krija nrjljyo sallil jag Sri Bhngw&u ko. blied in pay 



" Some people take idols and reverentially 




ace them on their heads. Some wear the 





round their necks. Some search for Clod 
the east, some bow their heads towards tin 

benighted people worship images, some adore 





tombs. The whole world is entangled in false pursuits 




secret of Sri .Blmgwfm no one has found out." 



Though he respected all great men and 




all good work he did not put faith in tin 



revealed books. Says 1m 





x * 



r 

Pile gahe jab te turn re tabte koii ankli tare naliin anvon 



Puirna, Kah i in, Puruna, Qurun, anek kahaiu mat ek na inanvou 
Simrita, Shastrn, Bed sabai bnoh bhed kahen ham ek na jaujou 
Bed, Puran,, Kateb, (Jurd-i abhed nirpau sabhai pack h are,' ■ 
Blred -na pai sakjo 'Anbliodke khedat Lai Anehhed ptikareV 



3 



i 
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Rag, 11 a nip na rekli 



na rang na sak 



na sog na sang teliare 



A<3, An ad, 



Bed 





Abhekh, Adwaikli japjo tin In kul tare. . « 



bile lie Har nahia, 



Jan leho Har jan man lmihin. 




~e 





at Th> 





have 



Quran 




no 



one 



Rama 




5 




of 



numerous 




I f 



O, Lord ! , 

i " 

the Puranas, 



not 




even one 



of 







Shastras 



9 




Ye da s 



of 



r 





s ; I 




ve not in 





Tlie Vedas, the Pur anas, the Books, the 



Quran and 



sovereign 




have 







have 



not 





to know Thy 
to fathom 






of Thou Unfathomable One 



toiling after 








Thou hast 



no 



* * 



i ■ 

attachments, no features 



no 




no 



.i 

colour 



no 





no 






salvation who 



Generations of those 

the 




on 




Pirst One 



the 



Eternal 



the 



Unknowable 



an d 



Tin 



One above rancour 




pre 




ce 



* 4 + * W m P 



Understand 



ve 







is 



is not in the 

i 

ha 

r 

enshrined in your own hearts 




the 



Book 



5 *> 



In 



pre-British 




and 




when 



the 



Brahmans were in ascendancy people were taught to 





too much 

of 




to 






w » 





Guru 




ihese 





Singh 



he 




*■ 

oncl^nmed 



s 



'-■.„ 



Ankli mund kou dimbb 



iknawai 



Andbar Id pad vrf kali pawai 



Ankli lmeli mag sujh na jsu, 



Tabi Ansmt mile kirn Bbai 



3 



Je je bhekb sutan nien dluire 

Te Prabliu jan kuclih kui r.a bicMre 




1 
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Hi 




Loved 
wonder 




1 





We 







was 




to 

u 

]>ir tli 






of 



1^ 



110 



place 





lustre 





is 




What 



is 








not 



heaven 



in a 




go da 



We are the sun 





of the same mine 





not one is 



a 




srer 



7 j 



of 



love 





s 





aeee 



he 




to 




Ulemas of the 



eommuiiitv 




s 




In 




mere 




of 








* / * L% 



e 



inainlv bv 
For his outspoken advocacy of 





prin ci 




of 




in 




of 




the 



Moulana was 




to death. Guru (rovind 





tin 



-> same 



princi 




and received 






from 




people in whose interest 





ed 




his life. Savs he 




bbaivo mundv.i 




r ti s i • 



K>u Jogi bhai Brahmacbarl Kou Jatian manbo, 

Hindu, Turk, kou Rafzi, Imain$l»afi, mamisli M jafc sabhai ek 



paiehanbo, 

Karfa Iianm sola, Raz»k JRalam olii 

bhul bliram inaubo. 



5 



ii a bhed koi 



Deliui 




soln Piija au liamaj ohi, manush sabhai ek hai 



anek ko prnbhao hni. 



Dewata, Adevv, 



Jachha, Gahndliarva 



9 



Turk, Hindu, 



n i a re 



ii i a re desan ke bhes ko prablmo I>ai 
Ek ek lif samp sabai ekai jot janbo. 



" Borne 



art 1 





some Brahmacharis 



some 



call 



some 





themselves 




some 



call 





Hindus, some Turks 



5 



some 



Eafzis and Imam Shafts. Believe all mankind as one 




and Karim 




the same ; Raziq and Rahini 



the same ; entertain not the 




doubt about it even 
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TER 



IX 



The 



new creed was named 



JR. 



(pure way) 



halsa Panth 



77 



The 



persons 




(pure ones). According to the Guru " the 



were called Khalsas 




day 




night on the 






One 



not give place in his 
who 




lore of the 




adorns 

One 



man wha 
Shining Light 

to any one except 





self with 





in the 



who discards fasts and tomb 



worshin 



•<vf 



3 





s-giying, contmisseration 



5 












One 





recognises 
heart burns 



serves to be 



am 



the light 





of the 



know 



n as a 





? 5 




ii 

baptism 



of 



the 



spirit 




uce 





and 



men. Possessed 




easily 



conquered 




over 




and 
of 




sword 



did 




iron 






passions 



and 



thus 



enemy 






th ey 
response to a 



conquerors of ■ the world outside 







In 




ion 





of people came to 



by the 



r 




u m 




■if 




)ur 



8111 




of the 



■ Hrh, 

di 




iple 



s 



were 



IV 1 




' to spread the new Gospel. 





of 



new 




»0 



s 




with 



considerable 




and not 



many years elapsed 




a 





men 

C3 





the banner of the 




The 



rise 



of 




new creed, however, failed to 



elicit a feeling of gratitude or eyen of admiratio^ 
from the breasts of high caste people generally. On 

provoked hostility in all conservatiye 
a time this opposition was not a pro* 

as the number of 





one ; but in 




barabar and wa yake khud 

dihad wa tiratli 



ra 



bar 




na 





Gan 



J 

wagaira anki 



i 

dar Ved S has tar t'alim i anli a takid i mazid rafta ast az 





badar kunand wa sawai az Guru 

■ 

khulafai o bar digar az sanadid i Haxiud in a s a 



wa 



Ram 



3 




wa Brahma 



wa 



Dewi 



wagaira 




n a 




Wa 



ID 



ahul 



i man 



girif ta marduman i 



liar 




1 



bar an dar yak zaraf bikhurand, wa az yaK 



4 i 




ar 



islali bur and. 



Sam 



chimin 




r 

JL. 



bisyar 



guftand 



0 h An 



marduman 



bishinidand bisy&re 



az 



Brahmanan wa 




barkhastai 




wa 



ki mazhabS ki mukhalif i Yed 




I T 



qabi'il name kunein wa 





guftand 

* 

bawad liargiz 
ki peshmigan 



baran iqdam n a m u d an d ba g 




kodake 



(Guru 



Gobind Singh was a yoima- 

dihem. 



man 




az 




na 



T 



n g uft a bar 




Magar bist bazar kas 



. - 

raza dadand wa mutabaqat bar znban awurdand 



That 



all should come into 



F 

(the 



fold 



of) 



4 

religion, so that the difference between 

Faith) 




Hindus and the men of the 



new 



may 



one 
(the 
dis- 




and all 




four 



castes 



of the Hindus, viz. 



the Brahmans 
Shu dr as, for 



5 





th 




anc 





of 

prescribed a different creed 

r 

and deal with one another 



the Ved 




5 





that 



the 

has 

creed 



according to one creed 



9 



that they should consider each 




no 



one 



4 . * 

should think 



as equals and 



fm 

himself superior 



T 

to 



another 



And all pilgrimages like that to the Ganges, etc 



which 



are 




in the Ye das and 
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n 

efficiency necessitated the adoption of 

usages. Whenever lie went out for 




and 



try forms 



CI 




excursion 



of 



the men of this corps, 

L. 

The beating of the drum, 

aring of the party 




accomi) 








5 




breast of Bhim Chand 



the 




mm 

the 



in the 






Raja of Bilaspur 
of Anandpur. 



3 



111 





sent word 

to the Guru to disband the corps or else he would turn 
him out of Anandpur. This threat 



with a demand for Pershadi 



9 



the 



accompanied 






r 

The Guru 





s 




to 




after 



messengers came from ' the 



eoinph 




to 




3 




1 




► 





Cl 




were 




the Guru 





■ ■ 

to 






previous 






R a j a 






Cl 1 



formally declared 



mily 





Guru 



ag<* 




The 




service 



of 






t h t j 



Guru 




The 

the 





opportunity to win laurels in 



in 
of 




an 





* 




ut colour 




from the cheeks of the 



to eat and drink 




on 








upon 





Fearing their occupation won 




of 



'-if.K 




m case 




Guru 



was 




and 



gone 




r 

Anandpur they waited 
mother and requested them to 



en 



nib 




upon 



hi 




a n c 



mm 

1 



gn 



ind 




The ladies 






to 




gly sent for the 




and 



in a vet 



asked him to 




9 



4h 




I 




11 s 






his 





e 



of 



sors 







f o i 



such freaks 




Guru 




hac 



to 



■V 




e 



i ■ « 




J 




1 



04 




7 
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XIV 



t 



The Eajas and their advisers had supposed 

that when the Pathans were alienated from 
the Guru he would have no lighting men left; 



but as it was subsequently proved, in this belief they 



were mistaken. The low-caste, unwarlike men who 

had been hitherto looked upon with contempt and 
who had never been heard of in the history of Indian 
warfare proved more than a match for the Eajputs 
and Pathans combined. The Gruru had perfect faith 
in his men. Leaving Earn Kaur, Mehra, and Kala 
in charge of the Paunta fortress and accompanied 



by his uncle Kirpal Chand, Sahib Chand, Lai Chand, 
son of Bidhi Chand, whose wondrous feats of valour 
in the time of Guru Har Govind have won him a 
name in Sikh history, Diwan Nand Chand, Lai Cliand, 
confectioner, Udai Singh, Bachittar Singh, Alam Singh 
and Ohandan Rai the Guru marched out at the head 

of a few hundred devoted followers to give battle to 
the enemy 



Arriving at the maidan of Bhangani, a village some 

miles from Paunta, he observed the armies of the 
Rajas and the detachment of Pathans coming down 




in full speed. A halt was immediately ordered. 
Commandant Sango Shah advanced with half of the 

Guru's detachment, the other half being kept in 
reserve. The hill armies, thereupon, fired volleys of 
bullets and the battle ensued, Sango Shah stationed 
his men in a ravine which served as a rampart. A 
strong wind blowing in the face of the hill army 



70 



Prohit Daya Ram and Diwan Nand Chand and 

spreading havoc in the ranks of the Afghan traitors 

died bravely. Mohri Chand next rushed into the 



ranks of the Pathans and struck down many ; but 



surrounded by the foe he was seriously wounded. 

Chandan Rai and Sango Ram, with fifty men, came 
to Mohri's help and after rescuing him fought bravely 
on the side of Commandant Sango Shah. Meanwhile 
Budhu Shah was performing great deeds of valour 
and although his two sons and many followers had 
fallen in the battle, he was inflicting heavy losses on 
the enemy. Soon after he was reinforced by the 

Guru's uncle, Kirpal Chand, from whose arrows 



death rained on the invading army. A detachment 



of the enemy then directed their arrows to the spot 
from where Guru Govind Singh was watching the 



progress of the fight ; but it was repulsed by the 
fury of the missiles thrown from there. At this 
stage taunted by Bhim Chand and other Rajput 
Rajas, Hayat Khan and other Pathans fell upon the 
main line of the Sikhs. The air resounded with 
the cries of Ali! Ali! Ali! The Rajput forces also 
joined in the fight. Arrows and bullets poured down 
in torrents. Men and horses fell in large numbers. 
Several Rajput princes were slain. Observing the 
Pathans advancing from a flank, Udasi Kirpal Das, 
taking hold of a mace, struck it forcibly on Hayat 
Khan's head. The man's skull was broken and brains 
scattered. His friend Najabat Khan was about to 
cut the Sadhu into pieces when Diwan Nand Chand 
struck the Pathan with a spear. 



• 
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After the battle of Bhan^ani, the hill 




as 



convinced that it was no easy matter to crush the 




Guru, thought it , prudent to court his favour 



tan 




leader, Bhitn Chand, accompanied by his Minister 



Parma JsTand 9 came to the Guru to ask for forgiveness 



for his past conduct. The Guru accused him. of 



having waged a war which had resulted in" the 




of so many brave men on both sides ; but, as no 

1 ■ ... 



T 




could be expected from the prolongation of the 
quarrel he f o r gar e the Raja and his 




In the year 1688-89 A. D. four fortresses, Anand 



Garh, Lob Garh, Fateh Garh and Kes Garh were 
built in the vicinity of Anandpur. Of these Anandgarh 



proved most serviceable during the siege of Anandpur 



by the Imperial army 



To test the fidelity and patience of the Sikhs the 
Guru once ordered that no Sikh should leave Anand- 
pur without his permission. Guards were stationed at 
all gates to prevent egress. Many of those who 

loud in their professions of love for the Guru 
the first to grow impatient for seein«- the 



were 



were 




outside. Before a week passed they adopted curious 

plans for getting out. One device was particularly 
very ingenious. A person was made to feign death. 

He was placed on a bier and taken to the cremation 

ground accompanied by a regular crowd who all the 
white kept on singing funeral songs. When the 
procession passed out of the town, the Guru who had 
somehow divined the secret ordered the party to 

halt. The body was placed on a funeral pyre and 

when preparations were being made to cremate 





II 
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i 

asked for an < explanation 



The 



G111 5 



u 



enquired from 



her 




site remembered what he invariably told all 

some request or other. " Serve 





who came to 
the poor and the needy and the 




Sangat (ass em 



blies 



of 



pious persons 




5 J 




likewise/' said the Guru 



3 



the reply. " Do thou 
and the Timeless One will 




thy prayer." The command was respectfully 



obeyed. The wife of 





achcha Padshah, whom the 



mightiest of the mighty wors 




and adored, was 




of the pilgrims to Adand- 



daily seen washing 
pur and serving in 



The Sikhs naturally disliked such offices from such an 




1 



coo Jan and 



the dining rooms 



august lady but none dared object. 



The 



services had 



the 




desired. 



The 




ikh 



devotees filled 



with 



emotion fervently wished her Heaven's ehoeiest bles 



smgs. 



Their 



prayer 



was heard and the 




ustrious 




lady was blessed 
Samvat Vikrimadittya 1 J-iv 



a son 




H 



the 21st of Chet 



who 



was named 



according to 1640 A, D., 
hujhar Singh and who received 



martydom in the battle of Chamkour. 




The 



a Bhim 





the 



Guru had rendered to 



Chand 



federate 



Rajas 



and 



of Bilaspur and the other 

contributed to 



con- 



w 






defeat of Alif Khan, was, of 



offend Dilawar 



course, calculated 



to 





of Laho 



e 



Not 



onths had 



many 




before 



and 



a campaign was organised 



sent 



against the Guru 




under the leadership of 

The invading army 



the Subah's son, Rustam 
encamped in the bed of a hill torrent near Anandpur 
at nightfall. The Guru, timely informed, immediately 
ordered an advance against the foe. The night was 

air resounded with the war cries of the 





Sikhs and the noise of the arrows, as they flew i 





the ranks of the enemy, created an exaggerated im 
pression regarding the number of the Sikh assailants 

Even the elements seemed to side with the Sikhs 
The rain fell in torrents and the waters of the hill 
stream swept off great many Mussalmans and com- 



pelled the rest to flee for their livt 




* m 

Thus discomfited the enemy returned to 
to the great ehagrin of the Subali whose rage knew 

no bounds and who now burned with a desire to 
wreak vengeance on the man who was the author of 



so much disgrace to him. His adopted son, Husaini, 



m 



5 



a fierce and unrelentful person, was now placed 

command of another expedition against the Guru, 

with Alif Khan, Kripa Ram, and Chandan Singh, Raja 
of Nurpur, as his Lieutenants. On his way Husaini 

first plundered Amarkot, subdued the Dhadwals 
and ravaged the Dun. He put to the sword 
many other hill chieftains of note and devastated 
their territories. The report of his cruel deeds 



pread far and wide. Bhim Chan d of Bilaspnr and 



i- 



his ally Kirpal Chand 




forgetting 





the Guru's support of them that had led the Governor 
•f Lahore to wage war on him, joined Husaini and 

offered their , services for the subjugation of Anand- 
pur and the capture of its Lord. The report of this 
treacherous conduct was brought to the Guru who 
gave orders that Anandpur be placed in a state of 

defence. Diwan Nand Chand was pmcea in com 

maud- of the garrison. The intelligence of the expect 

•m 

an 




ed attack filled the minds of many 




1 * 

came to know of the sinister 






to liis 



camp 









now raged furiously. On 
a -great loss of life. Bhim 0 hand's ally 



5 




Chanel, and Sangtia Singh, both fell, but the 



loss of the Muslims 







Ghand sought 
in flight and Husaini, who had boasted that he 




the Guru prisoner to Lahore, was 





won the battle. Thus 






to invade Anancipur. 



Ma war Khan again sent Shaur Khan against the 
with a large army ; but his passage was opposed 
by the Raja of Jaswal in whose territory a 





battle was fought, Jhujhar Singh and Narahi Chand, 

warriors, who commanded Muslim forces, fell 
g bravely. Their death dispirited the Muslim 





2f 

c5 




t. ■ L. 



force which, under the pretext of sickness, returned 



to Lahore 



5 



Enraged at so mau^ 






arm i 



Aurangzebe placed his eldest son 




, luuazzam, m com 



mand of a large imperial force in the year l/Ol A. D. 




Prince himself proceeded to 
Lieutenants to 




c 








c 




his 



punish tht 



Rajas who refused to make immediate payment of all 




arrears. They met with success eyerywhere. ■■! 



The Moghul officer 





)ixr noticed with 




bounteous manner in which the 



and the 





i 





*essed was he 



p o o r 

and looked after. So favour- 

i 

he saw that h« 





took upon himself the duty ' of "puuishhig the hill 






■Id 



Th 




e 






hills never 



forgave the Sikhs for their novel wars and beliefs and 



gave them no end of annoyance. The lands attached 
to Anandpur did not yield sufficient produce foi 




cver-g TO wing- Sikh colony. The Sikhs were consequt 




compelled to go to the Jungles and to the villages ml- 



jommg to procure gvm* and fuel and purchase , n . 0 



visions. I lie people of these villages geiierall.> 
trouble on these occasions. The Sikhs were, therefore! hot 







compelled to employ force in providing 




uecessaries of life. The result 







een 




The 







took sides with their clan 



of exercising 




hill men 
men and 





of 




peace 



purchase of supplies they invariably 



resorted to menaces and threats which m 





still worse. The hatred of the Sikhs also 







for the hill 



no bounds. Leavin 





petty acts of persecution on the part of the hill 



many 








men 



Mussalman 
the 




borrowed strength from 

the Sikhs. It 











h igh 




of hi 



Guru, while on an hunting- expedition, with a p ar t> 



S 




9 




was lying in ambush with 



waylaid by Baja Blrim Chaim who 



a con si 




Sikhs, 









heavy losses on 



by surprise, repulsed the attack 





The 




Kajas, hearing of this, held a council 






was 



decided to turn out the Guru from Anandpur with the 





> of the Moghal Kmperqi 





man was imm 






on a 




and that of the Malwa feikhs to Prince 

The hill army surrounded the 
sides, and though they fought with their usual 
gallantry the brave Azmatulla and his 

abandon many a position of vantage. 
Noticing this Prince Ajit Singh and the veterans Udai 

Bachittar Singh, Subegh Singh and others 



men com 







so great skill and valour that the 
were, at length, able to hold their ground. Azmatulla 
was surrounded by a flank movement and killed by 



a sword thrust. The hill men were naturally dis- 




heartened ; but the fight continued till sunset 
both armies retired to their camps 




- « 




During the night the Eajas held a council and 

upon blockading Anandpur with a view 





e 



the Sikhs and thus force them to 




The Guru somehow got scent of this and when early 
at dawn the Rajputs surrounded Anandpur and set 
about pitching their tents, the arrows and bullets of the 






forced them to retreat. Prince Ajit 

called on his men to fall upon the 
Kajputs and slew large numbers of them. The glad 





tidings was soon conveyed to the Guru who blessed 

promising son and his officers who 
dignity of the Sikh name. At night when 
Rajas again met at supper 







J aswalia with 
a view to raise the spirits of his colleagues offered to 
lead his 








the Guru and bring 
a prisoner. At this time the Rajas were in a 



of mind in which anything that could 



g iuhl uoiua give » 



ray of hope was of immense relief. Kesri Singh was 

a braggart. His intention was no sooner 






*s might 





as 




on 




■ 

part 




were 



the 



Guru'; 



s 



cows 



besought him to protect 



)ur for a 




honour. 



and 



If 



as 



such 







would 



raise 



t li ( 




and 




After 



t h e 



lapse 



of this 





he might 




the 




n. 



The 



sti 



4i 

c 




gem was 




The Guru gi 

Anandpur 



off 






app t 




. The 

Nirmog-ar 




"■Hi 




n It* 



HIS Oil VP*' 




If 



1 



couple 



of 





s 



wa s 






of 



re 






fie 



1 





ilil 



to 



aud the 



Rajas 



fel 



i 



upon 




Sikhs 




*r 



were 




on 



al 




however, declared itself for them 




Victor} 

i 1 

cannon ball 




against the jGkiru 
Ram Singh to atoms ; but 

hart. 



5 



reduced his attendant 




Guru 



3 



His missile j 
ber of the assailant 



himself was not 



on the contrary slew a large num 



At 



engfch 



finding 




even m 



the open the Sikhs were invincible, the invading army 
retreated 

by the 




me 



9 




as 



5 



Wazir 



in response to an appeal, made 



Kh 



n 



Governor 



of 




brought reinforce men fc 



Tin 



5 



hill men again invested the Sikh 



s 



trengihened 

B ut 





on 




ghts of the latter 




difficult for 

their positions 




, under Prince A jit Singh, made 
allied armies to turn them out from 



m 




Khan 



finding that 



he Si 
the 




chroniclers say that Wazir 




were a formidable 



foe 



to deal with 



of 




proposed to the Guru through the 



that in case he retired to the latter 




nions the siege would be 




and that 



his 



adviser 



he 



Guru 



domi 



by 



The truth 



complied with the 



5 



day 



however, seems to be 



request 



after 



that 



3 



the 



when, some 



Sikhs 



suffered a reverse 



the 




u 



retreated to Basali, in the dominion of a friendly Raja 




i 



9a 





1 



■ , i 

T 



■1 1, 
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r 



with a request for permission to die likewise. The 



Guru, pleased at the exhibition of so much courage on 



the part of his young boy, sent him into the battle-field, 
beautifully dressed and well armed, with Himmat 



i 



and Sahib Singh Pyara and half a dozen more 
yaliant disciples. The brave little boy had not pro- 




ceeded far when feeling his lips parched, all of a 
sudden, he stopped and asked for a cup of water. 
"Darling", said the Guru, "angels are awaiting thee 



with a cup of the water of immortality ! Go and take it in 




of thy brother ! " The young Prince did 
not cast another look on those whom he was 




behind. Inspired with the enthusiasm of the moment 

he plunged himself into the thick of the fight. Like an 
eagle he seemed to alight from on high and fall on 
his prey, when least expected, flying back with equal 
suddenness and leaving the huge concourse of men 
looking up helplessly with wonder and dismay. His 

sprightly feats, performed with the handsome little 
sword with which his father had provided him, the 

wondrous movements of his steed, whieh seemed to 

move in the ranks of the enemy, more like a spirit 

than a being of flesh and blood, elicited shouts of 
applause from the Imperial Generals who would fain 
have saved his life ; but before they could do anything 
to give effect to this desire all was over. The Prince 

and his comrades fell to rise no more 



T 



P 
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gone far off when the advance guard catching the 



■ ■ m i ~ u i 

srj'il of footsteps and suspecting that it must be the 
fugitives from the redoubt sounded their horns. The 



whole cam o was disturbed. Men rushed to and fro 

Jl 

Friends killed friends and in the confusion thus caused 
the Guru and his attendants were separated. At dawn 

the outskirts of village Kheri, Alfu and 
mu 5 &u j jars, who were grazing their cattle in the 
field recognised him and retarded hi 





o 

£1/ 



s 




When even the gift of a few pieces of gold failed to 



secure 





In the vicinity of Bahlolpur the Sun rose. Espying a 



dense cluster of trees the 






dow 



under their shade. No water was within si^ht. He 



quenched his thirst with the juice of the leaves of the 
' Aq ' plant, and partly on account of the intoxicating 



influence of this juice and chiefly on account of 
intense fatigue he fell in a swoon. At nightfall on 

regaining consciousness he endeavoured to resume his 
journey; but his strength failed. He had made up 
the distance from Chamkaur bare-footed. The rough 
and thorny paths had lacerated his limbs. He had not 
proceeded far off when his legs refused to work. Lying 
on the grass, when blood was flowing profusely from 
his limbs, when hunger and thirst were tormenting 
him he invoked the spirits above to go and convey to 
the Divine Preceptor this tidings of him, his 
"Dear friend", says he in the hymn, " where Thou art 
not, there soft beds are to me like disease ; residence 
in mansions like living among serpents ; wine bottles 
like the cross ; wine cups like the sword : all this like 




death from a butcher's knife ! Indeed my Friend's turf 
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i 

bricked up alive. When the wall reached the waists of 



the princes they were again asked to accept Islam, so 



that their lives might be spared ; but they refused to 

yield. "We are,'-' said they, " sons of Guru Govind 

Singh. What is death to us ? We must die in order 




sparing 




was 



that the wrongs of Aryavarta may be avenged. So 
creant, let thy craving for blood be satiated." Nawab 
Sher Mohammad Khan of Malerkotla interceded for 
the young princes ; but Sucha tfand Khatri, Minister of 
the Nawab of Sirhind, was not in favour of 

lives- In his opinion they were young cobra! 
and deserved to be treated as such. Wazir 

only too glad to accept his Minister's suggestion 

He nodded to the public executioner. The order 

forthwith obeyed and so in the presence of a vast 
multitude the heads of the 

When the intelligence of this atrocious 
conveyed to mother Gujri she threw herself out of the 
window of the dungeon and falling on the ground 
below expired immediately. The disciples became 



was 




were cut off 



crime was 



were 



frantic with grief. Their loud lamentations 
heard throughout the land and men saw that the day 

of retribution was not far off 



^king leave of Rai Kalla the Guru travelled from 
village to village in Malwa. When he arrived at 
Deena, Lakhmir, Samir and Takht Mai, grandsons of 
Eai Jodha who had helped Guru Har Govind in 
obtaining victory over the Moghal Generals, Lai Beg 
Khan and Karin Khan, at the battle of Guru Sar. 



came to pay their respects to him. The brothers 
vied with one another in serving the Gnra and his 




r 




When the epistle referred to in Chapter XXI 
was delivered personally to Aurangzebe by Pyara 

r 

Daya Singh he was deeply impressed by the demean- 



our of the messenger and by the ability and pathos 



the writing displayed. A bigot though he was he 

could not conceal from himself the fact that at the 
instigation of the hill Rajas his officers in the 
Punjab had unnecessarily involved themselves into a 
quarrel with the Guru and had committed wanton 
excesses which provoked opposition and resulted in 
so much loss of life. He sent peremptory orders to 
the Punjab Subahs to stop molesting the Guru any 





further and let him live where it suited him. In 

Wazir Khan's request for further reinforce- 
ments to chastise the Malwa Jats, for taking up the 
Guru's cause, he reprimanded the Subah asking 

to explain why he 
in their efforts to crush the growing influence of the 

Guru and had unnecessarily provoked popular opposi- 

fa 

to the Muslim rule. He sent a special messenger 





i • 



to the Guru asking him to come and see him so that he 
might have an opportunity of making amends for what 
had happened. Though warned by many a disciple for 

any reliance on the treacherous old monarch 




the Guru accepted the invitation. The ladies were 
again sent to Delhi. With a reduced following the 



Guru imme 




the Deccau 



where Aurangzebe was 
disturbances. 



m 




i 



L 




I 



the threats of the 




* 

chieftains and preached 




revolt 



i 



J* V 




error 



Both in 



public 



and 



in 



priyate 



■ ■ 



condemned man-worship and image-worship in 





poss 
he 



ous 





'i 



■> 4' 



T 

Most 



frqga * God's authority 



hills on whose representation 



ihle manner. 

I , 

said that lie was a messenger of the 

T * 1 

down rebellion 

of the 
officers 



sent into the 




The 





as 



the 




in the Punjab 



had 



persecuted him were 



his 



foes 



because they were worshippers of images 



5 



while he 



was an image-breaker 

religious 



This 



con 





explains why he 
which led people astray 



.'1. 



from the Divine Being and why he set up 




creed of 



*> 



r 



his own, called the 





(Pure Way) 



his. fold he 




all 



Brahmans 



and Sudras 



Into 

-■ 

the 



proud nobles and the humble serfs, and united them 




ties of a common brotherhood 



* 



He 



did not 



confine 




and 



religious 



culture 



to 




r 

section of the community. All were 



any 

free 



to aspire to the highest rank in society 



No one wai 




solace of i 




ion because of his low 



was held out to all that 



God 



lifts 



all 



■ 



who seek His aid. 

J * irw 1 1 \, ,11.. 



"4 



4* 




was 





the gospel brought by 

representative 



as 




the blessed 
of God on 




MS* 




he held out a 




hand to the humble 




was 



find made 



But this ministration of beneficence 

creed that produced Bishis 






of sparrows 



rr 

was smothered 




were, in its i 




Its tenets had not yet been promul* 




1 3 9 




MOtl 




its 





r 

else was forgotten; -It &*i 




B0 







congregations, 
Saviour, the disciplfes were 





the 



worship of the One Great Lord ; but it is too much to 
expect that amid the worries and cares of war 




have given sufficient attention to his varied programme 



of reform 





reason 



5 





a com 




memoir of his own. He has }eft 




no code of laws for the 

™ ■ 

perhaps, because he did not like to 

■ r | 

his 

themselves according to the re 



of the 





hands of 




and left them free to ni&lte laws; for 






'V I 



place. The Dassam Graiith 




** 




to 





nruru 




of modern Gran is 
consists 



the men 








of opinion 

of the Guruaiidof 





at his court 



T* J 



of the Guru and of his men were 





upon the 6 nv n 




ii 






of his followers 
oil the banks of the river Sirsa, and lire Sikhs were 




slain or scattered. Such manuscripts as, were 





were aong 



lojjff-. after j collected" : hy 







the whole volume wcs 

Dassam Grantb, or the Granth of the-lOflj 





Thus 




associated with the 6 turn, s name 

, j • „~v«v»iofr» account of .what Le 

does not give a complete « ltLU "" u . 




accomplished. The men who lived with him and 
worked with him and understood his mission passed 



away, without leaving an account of their doings 

Their successors were only inspired with the one 






ill 



aggressive 







conquering 



Aryan 



ancestors 



0 



The 



author 



of 



our 

the 



Mahabharatha himself throws 



no 



small blame 



on 



■ 

Sri Krishna ji for his share in 



the 



wars 



of Kauravaa 




Pandavas 



during which, according to all 




opinion possesses 



any 



value 



5 



the 



Kshatrya 



race 



A- 



became extinct 



and 



India received a shock from 



which 




has 




ot yet recovered. And yet Rama and 





been 



honoured, as has been the case 



with no man, before or after them. The traitors Sugriv 

V 

mi Bhibikhan and the erratic Pandavas, 




away 



the 



ir own 



kingdom, have been 



immortalized 



9 



simply because they were all pro-Brahmans and were 



of a 



class 



that 



did 



anything 



at 



the bidding 



of 



Birahmans 



■I 

Guru Govind Singh was no advocate of 




supremacy 



His whole 



.j i 




was 



in the service 



of the 




and the oppressed 



3 
J 

spent 

Of 



Hi 



high descent himself he lived for the people 



worked 



for 



the people 



5 



—i t 



and 



died 



for 



the 



people 



explains why no 



Brahman 



bard has sung 



This 
Guru 



Govind Singh's praise 



-* ... 



-.1 



-i ' 



ji "i 



• V 



1' 



n t 



men there 



have 



been 



;1 



many 



an 



idea 



r ' 

Among the world's great 
who have toiled, all through life, in working out 

Unmindful of what passed around them 

A 

V* 

great sages have unfurled gates of wisdom. Seekers 
after scientific knowledge have probed into nature 
apd revealed its mysteries to the wondering humanity 



The 




4, 



of 




and founders 



of religions have performed 

feelings and 





disregardful 





But at 



all 



i 1 1 



Hi- 



¥ * 



'i * 



-T 




t 



150 





r 




I 



tl|.at a faitli so simple in its dogmas and so alien 




PJ* 



the spirit of older Hindu religions, should have been 



able to effect so complete a change in the character 



of its votaries, metamorphosing /even the outcaste 




" Chuhra " into the Mazahbi, a very 
fighting man, as the records of our 
regiments abundantly testify. The present 




Sikhism is, however, very unsatisfactory 



one 






lzmg religions and 





its own. No doubt among the Jats of the 
proper, its vitality is unimpaired : but while 





hi 



equality it fails to give fiill 





n 





■ 

doctrines ; and in the Sikh districts 

i i 

not to Sikhism but 



V i 



To the student of Indian religions 








giuiis oiKiiism appears 
fate of Budhism and the religion 

ol the Jams -of every one of the great social . and 



religious movements which have arisen in India and 




to sTiak'e off the bonds 
of the caste system and the spiritual 

Hinduism. Certain races, at 






, at a given 



~ , ..».. ... gUVM 

their development, appear incapable of 



, ■, i 




atmosphere of constitutional 



or i 






spotism and a dominant 




mass 



races Have always been so ruled, in the 

r- 

time to tiirift tlwA "1 




une tnere nave arisen 




to protest against the system. The 



as a social force is 




we 



also unsatisfactory. It is in danger of losing its 

and merging into the dead 





■ i 



s, w a g 
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for a conciliation with the new power. A compromise 
was effected by which the Sikhs abandoned their 



revolutionary programme and the Hindus included 
the names of the ten Gurus among the incarnations 



i 



of Vishnu. From that time Sikhism may be said to 
have commenced losing its distinct individuality and 
the Lahore Tribune was right when, commenting on 



the agitation started in the above-mentioned Anglo 



Indian journals, it observed in its issue of May 7th, 
1903, that " the greater the room and scope of military 

i ■ 

service the greater will be the numerical strength and 
prosperity of the Khalsa. No apprehension need be felt 





of 



as to the supply of Sikh soldiers ever 
the demand. The boy in the family, among the 

rustics in the Punjab, who is destined 
for a career of arms, is given the suffix "Singh" to his 





name, wears long hair and becomes a Khalsa. So 
as long as recruiting officers will prefer Sikh lads 




lads will be forthcoming. 




remarks of the writer in the Tribune are 

i 

at* doubt 'true to a large extent. This predominance 



of mercenary feelings in the Panth is a matter for 

-I i ' 

serious concern. Evidently the keeping of uncut 
hair has ceased to necessarily indicate a belief in 

V. ; 

the teachings of the 10th Guru. The men who enlist 

in the army and take ' Pahul ' do mostly for lucre 



and, if this object can be secured without keeping 

, long hair will not adorn their heads. 






The situation is serious enough to demand the 
earnest attention of the thinking portion of 

■ 

community. At present there is no guarantee that 

en who seek admission into the Panth do so 





as the 





Saragarhi did, 



and even happy, fighting against 



j n 



unmurmuring 

odds. 



l, 





virtue the Sikh soldiers of the 



army 



of the 



Queen • have given 



Jm 




an illustration:, in fifty years 



■ ■ 

of fighting for the British Raj, since the 



time 






so 



well agains 



V 



US 



9 



so that the name of 




race has become almost 



synonymous 



in 



the 




guage, with traditions of desperate courage 




when the 



Hi 



■ 

not 



rely upon 




Never may the 

Government, in time of 



* 




a 




arrive 



a is 




need 



soldier's) staunch 



1 



5 



can 



and 



iiuqn 





'I* 




I* 

ninsr service. Nevertheless in 

virtues, however pre-eminent 



r 



modern 



» -™t" r 



I L 





t?he 



only 



requisites 



to 




preservation :; o'f 



i ■ 




• r 




and 



you 




wisely realized 




are to hold 



among 



your 



own 




the 



more 




you 



are 




you 




your 





College 



exce 



receive 





an 




■, 




am 



11 » k- \mm 

please a 



to 



1 "*? 

learn 



has 



already 




to a 




i. . . * 

and 



I hop6 that 





f ■ 




support of the 



■* . M a i 



Sikh 



biSric'es'pf the Punjab and may turn out a number of 

* . m * A I -w*> ' . -» IT* * i mm ■ . 






young men 
st&tn£ which stands in thi 



Lawrence 



3 



in 





1« 



s 



city 



may be competent to 

w» * JL ****** 





tiei." ' at the same 



time 



that 



their 





■ h 



rece 





upon the hilt of the sword 



Charles Rivaz 



the 



then 




*■ t 



of the 




spent six davs 




were 



18991. 




1 • 



in aid of the 





the district officers in Sikli districts 




into the work of collecting: funds for. tha 





College with an enthusiasm that 





from all Sikhs and caused not a little heart 



^ .. .. ^1- * ■ ■ — ■ 

m non-Sikh circles. Thus, in a manner, 



■ 




power has lent the weight of its influence in favour 




-ft. 



Sikhs, Opinions, however, differ as to^ the 

result of such extraneous Help. 



IT O 



All European writers, however, do not 




a 




view of the situation, V Not with 



standing these, elianges/' ~snys' ; Cunningham, in 
HMory of 






* 61 14- 1 




bias been usual 'to regard 



IM 




as essentially Hindu and they doubtless are 




so in rneir language 







political systems 



or. codes of Municipal laws ; yet in religious 'faith and 





they are wholly different 




other Indians ; and they are 

■ i 

community of 

i 

unknown 




* - 





a 





and of outward 



ft 





But the misapprehension 



need not surprise the public nor our scholars, when 



- 1* 




isl- -'remembered that the learned of 






misunderstood the spirit of those humble merit 




who obtained a new life by baptism. 







the Christians as a niere 



Jewish sect. They failed to perceive the 




If 1 




and to appreciate the latent energy and 

- V 

real excellence o? that ; doctrine which has 




dignity and purity to modern civiliziition 



5? 



« 



i m 
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T 



as his followers 






gth of character 



their star was in ascendancy ; but when they lost 
sight of the ideal chalked out for them by their great 

.... 

leader, when they failed to act upon the principles of 



life laid down by him, when they yielded to their grosser 
self and ignored and sacrificed communal interests, 
they fell and gave place to a people higher in character 
and more capable of assuming and discharging 
public responsibilities 



How truly it has been said that history 



repeats itself. "When the sturdy peasants of Rome 



ni 



who had not yet come under the enervating 



influences of ill-gotten wealth and power, met 



9 



deliberated and made laws for communal good, and 

obeyed these laws, they were feared and respected. 
Their achievements in Politics, Law and Social 
Autonomy, which , have won for them eternal fame 



all relate to this 





when they became 



unscrupulous and greedy, when all their energy was 



THi 
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spent in enslaving their fellow-men, when 




subdued great nations of antiquity and carved out 



» • ■ 



for themselves one of the greatest Empires the world 

■ ■ j 

has ever seen, when the spoil of distant lands swelled 

princes and princesses of foreign 

^ fan 

lands were made captives and served as pages and 
household attendants of the Roman nobility and 



gentry, when their places of residence and public 



resort were built of marble and were bedecked in 
precious stones and inlaid in gold, when all that wealth 
and power could procure adorned their tables and filled 



their cellars, in a word, when they mistakenly believed 

were a mighty and great people, when men of 
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letters ernployed-themselvesju singing their]'couiitry's 



glory, the State was rotten in reality, its spirit had 
flown away and its body alone had remained. No 
wonder, then, that the barbarians from the north, 
nay their women, unarmed and stooping under the. 
weight of the infants they carried on their backs, 
should have made footballs of the stately Romans, 



and should have easily over-run the whole Empire 
and made themselves its masters. 



The same is the case with the Greeks. When 
they subordinated their individual interests to those of 

■I 

the State, when mothers laid the first stone to bury 
alive their own sons, guilty of treachery to their father- 
land, when a handful of men kept hordes of Persian 



invaders at bay, when such a thing as state-craft was 
unknown, when men, though blunt and bluff, 





understood and acted upon the simple principles of 

4 ' ■ 

polity, they won a position for themselves among 
great nations of the world. But no sooner 

adieu to these principles, and envy, jealousy, and lust for 
power took hold of their minds, they fell to rise no 

h 

more. 

fewer still understood. The master word-painters 
harangued the people in vain. Their rhetoric, wanting 




as it did in sincerity of conviction, failed in its effect 




Both the leaders and the led strayed from 
rectitude. The whole State was morally prostrated 
and fell an easy prey into the hands of the great 

Alexander. 



The same is the story of the rise and fall of all 

the great nations of the world. When the Sikhs 
were infinitesimally small, as compared with 
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It will not be out of place to compare Guru 
Govind Singh's work with his nine predecessors in the 
" Guddee." Baba ISTanak, the founder of the Sikh 
creed, was a contemporary of John Knox> Calvin and 

the best part 



Luther 




of a long life in pointing out the absurdity of depending 
for salvation on ritualism in which both Hindus and 
Mussalmans mostly believed. He called upon men to 
rely solely on the protection of the Lord who 



was 



always with them and whom they could easily please by 
right thinking and right living. He remembered God 
as if He was his husband and himself as His spouse and 
thought it unchaste to give a place to any other person 



or object in his heart. From Balkh, Bukhara and 



Khorasan, on one side, to Assam on the other and 



from the lakes of Mansrovar and Kuenlin mountains to 
Ceylon, accompanied by his family bard Mardana, he 
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song of his Beloved's glory 

of the harp. Men inflated with the pride of 



caste and vitiated by the lust of power 




a 






even, refused 





of their 



roofs. They ridiculed the novel idea propounded by 





men were equal m the sight of the Lord 




the antipathy with which they received 
his doctrine they called him Kurdhi (heretic). But the 

woe-begone and the lowly heard him with rapture and 

found consolation in his company. When he appeared 
darkness was dispelled and the world was illumined * 
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Agar 




hote Guru 




Singh sunat hoti sab 



M I Bulleh Shah 



Bat for Guru Govind Singh all would haye 



bee: 




circumcised 



